The Honorable Nick J. Rahall II
2307 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4803
Dear Representative Rahall,

 (THESE ARE TALKING POINTS…THE MORE YOU PERSONALIZE YOUR LETTER, THE LARGER THE IMPACT IT WILL HAVE.  TALK ABOUT WHY YOU WANT TO SEE WILDERNESS PROTECTED ON THE MON!)

- support protection of significant new wilderness areas on the Monongahela National Forest (MNF).  
-Please introduce legislation that will protect additional wilderness areas and urge the US Forest Service to select an alternative for the forest plan revision that recommends the maximum amount of new Wilderness areas.

- The U.S. Forest Service has ignored the overwhelming will of the public in its final management plan, and West Virginia needs you to get involved.

-It is critical that we protect not only the areas recommended by the Forest Service, but also areas that citizens’ groups and the public at large have identified as important and in need of protection.  Key areas like Seneca Creek, East Fork of Greenbrier, the Dolly Sods Expansion, Spice Run Middle Mountain and Big Draft have been ignored by the Forest Service, but must be protected permanently.

-The Forest Service plan does not recommend any wilderness in the Greenbrier Watershed which currently has no designated wilderness and is a source of drinking water for many West Virginians.   

-Protected public land like wilderness helps diversify and stabilize economies by attracting and retaining new businesses, residents, and a local workforce, in addition to generating travel and tourism, one of the fastest growing sectors of West Virginia’s economy.

-Wilderness provides unparalleled primitive and traditional outdoor recreation opportunities, such as hunting, fishing, hiking, camping, horseback riding, bird watching, whitewater rafting, kayaking, skiing, snowshoeing, and much more
Sincerely,

YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS
Sincerely,

Your Name

Your address
